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March 31 - April 6, 1996 


Dry weather returned to the central Plains, accompanied by early- to 
midweek warmth, while critically dry conditions persisted in Texas’ 
northern panhandle. Farther south, however, much-needed 
precipitation dampened western and central Texas on April 5. Along 
the West Coast, early-week wetness yielded to warm, dry conditions, 
permitting rapid crop development. Cool, damp weather from the Ohio 
Valley to the Middle Atlantic region continued to delay crop 
development and hamper fieldwork. 


Rain changed to snow on Monday from the middle Ohio Valley to the 
eastern Great Lakes States, resulting in accumulations of 7.1 inches 
(Continued on back cover) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending March 30, 1996 (Corrected) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 6, 1996 
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March Weather and Crop Summary 








Weather 





Across the central and southern Plains, five storms during the last 18 
days of March tempered drought conditions and improved prospects for 
winter wheat that endured almost 6 months of dry, windy weather and 
oscillating temperatures. The Texas plains, however, remained dry 
through month's end. Elsewhere across the South, freezes on March 7- 
10 and 21-23 damaged wheat, as well as ground crops and tree blooms, 
including vegetables and strawberries in Louisiana, and peaches from 
Texas to South Carolina. In addition to the cold, early- and late-month 
deluges hampered spring fieldwork in the Southeast. Cool weather in 
the Plains and Ohio Valley delayed wheat development, minimizing 
freeze damage during a cold snap on March 25-27. Enough cold air 
slipped into the Northwest toward month's end to cause some damage 
to fruit crops. 


Monthly temperatures averaged below normal east of the Rocky Divide, 
with departures reaching -4 to -8°F in the Ohio Valley and -4 to-10 Pin 
the northern and central Plains. In contrast, readings averaged up to 4°F 
above normal in the Great Basin. Monthly precipitation was below 
normal across the West, except in a band from the northern Great Basin 
to the northern Plains. Elsewhere, surplus precipitation was confined 
to parts of the East, particularly from the Ohio Valley and Middle 
Atlantic States southward to Florida. Mid- to late-month rains in 
Kansas, Oklahoma, and northeastern Texas failed to lift March totals to 
normal levels. Less than a quarter of the month's normal precipitation 
fell across an area from southern California eastward to western and 
southern Texas. 


Snowfall on March 2-3, 7-8, 20-21, and 28-29 padded seasonal record 
totals in the Great Lakes States and from the central Appalachians to 
southern New England. Monthly totals of 17.5 inches in Windsor 
Locks, CT and 20.4 inches in Charleston, WV pushed their respective 
seasonal totals above 100 inches for the first time on record. Lake- 
enhanced March totals topped 30 inches in Syracuse, NY (32.2 inches) 
and Erie, PA (31.8 inches). A late-season blizzard struck the North 
Central States on March 23-25, boosting monthly snowfall to 20.3 
inches in Butte, MT and 20.0 inches in Bismarck, ND. Monthly totals 
of 6.9 inches in Colorado Springs, CO and 17.7 inches in Flint, MI 
accounted for more than 45 percent (%) of the stations’ respective 
season-to-date snowfall. 


More than 2 inches of rain soaked the interior Southeast during the first 
7 days of March, including a 6.75-inch total in Birmingham, AL. But 
the rain yielded to very cold weather, with nearly 250 daily-record lows 
observed from the Plains to the East Coast on March 7-10. During the 
outbreak, March records were broken in locations such as Rapid City, 
SD (-21°F), Calico Rock, AR (6 F), and Monroe, LA (18 F). Amuch 
less severe cold spell (about a dozen daily-record lows) arrived on 
March 21-23, but nevertheless nipped additional sensitive-stage tree 
blooms across the South. Cold air again overspread much of the Nation 
toward month's end. In the Northwest, lows on March 25-26 dipped 
into the mid-10's in eastern Washington and into the mid-20's in 
Oregon's Willamette Valley. On the Plains, temperatures plunged 
below zero as far south as Denver, CO (-2°F on March 25) and Hastings, 
NE (-5°F on March 26). Heavy rain returned to the Southeast after 


March 24, lifting monthly totals above 10 inches in locations such as 
Melbourne, FL (11.58 inches, a March record) and Montgomery, AL 
(10.10 inches). Farther west, however, totals across Texas were as low as 
0.12 inches (4% of normal) in Houston, 0.05 inches in Midland (9% of 
normal), and a trace in Brownsville. Farther north, pockets of much- 
below-normal precipitation encompassed locations such as Hastings, NE 
(0.29 inches; 14% of normal), Rockford, IL (0.50 inches; 20% of 
normal), and Burlington, VT (0.80 inches; 36% of normal). 


Outside the lower 48 States, highlights included above-normal 
temperatures in Alaska--especially in the west and north--and wetness in 
much of Hawaii. March temperatures were above normal by 9°F in Nome 
and 13°F in Bethel. In Hawaii, more than half of the month's rain fell by 
March 5. Renewed rainfall at month's end boosted totals to 16.35 inches 
(117% of normal) in Hilo and 4.85 inches (178% of normal) in Kahului. 





Fieldwork | 





The month began with a continuation of drought conditions across most 
Central States. The Texas High Plains did not receive appreciable 
moisture during March, and soil moisture supplies were critically short. 
In the Southeastern States, freezing weather and high winds early in 
March damaged fruit trees and vegetables. Spring tillage started in the 
Southeast early in March, but was halted by heavy rainfall toward the end 
of the month. Wide temperature swings during March damaged and 
stressed crops in the Delta and Southern States. Karnal bunt fungus was 
discovered in wheat fields in parts of the Southwest early in the month, 
resulting in a few fields being quarantined. 


Starting in mid-March, several storm systems brought significant 
precipitation to parts of the central and southern Plains. By mid-month, 
wheat was beginning to break dormancy in the Ohio Valley. The 
condition of the wheat crop declined due to the storm’s effect and wide 
temperature fluctuations. Fieldwork was delayed in the Central States and 
upper middle Mississippi Valley, where farmers hoped for rain or warmer 
weather to thaw the soil. Plowing and spring planting began at mid-month 
in the Ohio Valley, but was slowed by snow and rain at month's end. 
Winter conditions continued through month's end in the Northern States 
and delayed the snow melt and subsequently the start of spring fieldwork. 


Widespread storm systems brought relief to parts of the central and 
southern Plains toward the end of the month. Heavy rains and cool 
weather at month’s end slowed wheat development in the Central States 
and interrupted spring fieldwork. Producers in Colorado took advantage 
of the dry weather to get an early start on spring planting. Wet, cool 
weather in the Southeastern States during the last 2 weeks of March 
slowed fieldwork. In Kansas, wheat condition declined during the month 
as a result of the early- March freeze and persistent dry conditions. Wheat 
began greening in the Tennessee and Ohio Valleys late in March, but 
growth was limited by the cool weather. The cool, wet weather left 
Tennessee producers behind schedule for soil preparation. Freezing 
weather in late March in the Pacific Northwest damaged fruit trees. 
Above-normal temperatures in California at the end of March allowed 
small grain development to advance rapidly, and let cotton producers 
begin planting. 
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Winter wheat condition was mostly fair to poor. In Kansas, 
wheat jointing was 3 percent (%) complete, 27 percentage 
points behind the 5-year average of 30 points, and 56 
points behind this time last year. Earlier freeze damage 
was becoming evident as wheat greened. Low 
temperatures slowed growth in the Great Plains and may 
have caused damage in some areas. Winter wheat 
condition declined in the Corn Belt as a result of wide 
temperature fluctuations. Warmer weather was needed in 
the Great Lakes region to promote growth. Wheat was 
good to excellent in the Pacific Northwest, where adequate 
soil moisture was available. 


Corn planting was 2% complete, 1 point behind normal. 
Planting was underway in 5 of the 17 major producing 
States. Cool, wet weather in the Southeast slowed planting 
progress, while last week's adverse weather required some 
replanting. 


Cotton planting was 5% complete, 1 point behind normal. 
Planting was started in 4 of the 14 major producing States. 
Arizona cotton producers took advantage of the warm, dry 
weather to plant early and reduce the effect of whitefly. 
Planting was slowed in the Southeastern States by wet, 
cool weather and low soil temperatures. 














Average Soil Temperature (°F 4-Inch Bare) 
March 31 - April 6, 1996 
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Corn Percent Planted 


These 1 
the 1995 corn 


Cotton Percent Planted 


These 14 States produced 99% 


the 1995 cotton 


Week Ending April 7, 1996 


Sorghum Percent Planted 


These 12 States produced 98% of 
the 1995 





Rice Percent Planted 





produced 91% of 




















These 5 States produced 96% of 
the 1995 rice crop. 











Spring Wheat Percent Planted 


























“These 5 States produced 96% of 








the 1995 rice crop. 





Winter Wheat Crop Condition 
by Percent 


VP - Very Poor 
P - Poor 

F - Fair 

G - Good 

EX - Excellent 
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These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing séason, provide brief descriptions Sadia cniititageeren a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


“http://www. usda. gov/nass/.“ 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.3. Topsoil 63% adequate, 37% 
surplus. Spring plowing complete 36%, 58% 1995, 54% avg. Corn planted 
31%, 58% 1995, 47% avg. Wheat headed 13%, 33% 1995, 26% avg. 
Wheat 1% very poor, 28% poor, 48% fair, 22% good, 1% excellent. Pasture 
feed 3% very poor, 26% poor, 52% fair, 14% good, 5% excellent. Livestock 
2% very poor, 15% poor, 68% fair, 14% good, 1% excellent. Activities: 
Planting row crops, cool season vegetables, ground 

planting, general care of livestock, poultry, catfish. 





ARIZONA: Small grains remain behind normal. Headed 69%, 82% 1995, 
71% avg. Condition 1% poor, 4% fair, 40% good, 55% excellent. Alfalfa 
harvest 35% moderate, 42% active, 23% not being harvested; 2% very poor, 
2% poor, 7% fair, 23% good, 66% excellent. Western vegetable growers 
continued to harvest head lettuce, romaine, cabbage, celery, Saeaeteata, 
salad savoy, leaf lettuce, broccoli, cauliflower, broccoflower, parsley, kale, 
perce ey Mixed greens, head lettuce, broccoli, spinach, cabbage, 

carrots, parsley, kale, green onions, cilantro, cauliflower, potatoes, swiss 
chard, tumips, bok choy, fava beans, dil, leaf lettuce, kohirabi, leeks, romaine 
were harvested central fields. Tomatoes continued to be harvested Eastern 
areas. Grapefruit, lemons, tangerines, Valencia oranges were harvested 
central, western citrus growers. 





ARKANSAS: Main farm activities: Planting com, preparing fields for other 
et ee fertilizing wheat, cool season grasses. Corn planting 
continued. Field preparation for sorghum, soybean, rice plantings reported 
by waned counties. Fertilizing, applying herbicides to wheat were 
reported by several counties. St. Francis, Mississippi, Prairie counties 
reported crop planting was hampered due to soil moisture surplus. 
Tomatoes were being planted cautiously in Drew County. Livestock reported 


in good condition. Hay shortage remains a concern. 





CALIFORNIA: . Fieldwork was delayed ‘in central, northern counties by 
Monday's rain, high winds. Activities gradually resumed by week's end, as 
warm, dry conditions prevailed. Small grains matured rapidly in most areas. 
A few fields began tuming yellow, were drying for harvest. Late planting was 
underway at higher elevations. Wheat, barley, oats, forage crops were 
sprayed for weeds. Cotton planting was ongoing in the Sacramento and San 
Joaquin Valleys where conditions permitted. Desert area cotton planting was 
complete, emerged fields were treated for aphids. In the Sacramento Valley, 
tice field buming, ground preparation were halted by the rain. Corn, safflower 
planting continued in lighter soiled areas. Early-planted corn was emerging 
in the southern San Joaquin Valley. Sugar beets were irrigated, garbanzo 
beans were sprayed with fungicides in Fresno County. Seed alfalfa was 
weeded, burned back with acid. Harvest began in a few fields. Oats, winter 


orchards, . 

set started. Cherries were in bloom to the north; some fruit set was noted 
farther south. Pears were in full bloom or slightly beyond. Various apple 
varieties were in bloom across the State. Wainut trees were in bloom. 
Pecan, pistachio trees were beginning to leaf out. Fungicides were applied 
to peaches, prunes, pears, grapes, following recent rains. Navel orange 
picking continued in the central valiey. Fruit quality was declining as harvest 
neared the end. The desert area Valencia orange harvest was active. 
Central valley Valencia oranges were just beginning to pass sugar tests. 
Lemons were picked in the central valley, south coast areas. Avocado trees 
were in full bloom. Olive bloom was beginning. Leaf lettuce was being 
planted, harvested. Head lettuce was also harvested. Broccoli, cabbage 
harvesting continued. Ground preparation was underway for tomato, 
pepper, cucumber crops. Tomatoes, assorted peppers were planted. 
Processing tomatoes planted earlier were growing well. Imperial Valley 
tomatoes were treated for armyworms, thrips. Sweet corn was treated for 
earworms. Harvesting of asparagus continued. Growers started fumigating 
ground for this year’s sweetpotato crop. Vegetable hot caps were being 
removed, as frost was less of a threat. Planting of beans and eggplant 
continued, both with and without hotcaps. Early-planted squash blossoms 


were developing. Onion and garlic bulbs were sizing normally. Seediess 
watermeion was , pastures were in good to excellent 
condition in most areas of the State. Recent rains, followed by warm 
weather, enhanced grass growth. is a gf ne Rie 


Spring branding was also active. Bees were moved into orange groves. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 26% very short, 
37% short, 35% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 22% very short, 36% short, 
41% adequate, 1% surplus. Spring barley 36% seeded, 18% 1995, 21% 
avg.; 9% emerged, 4% 1995, 4% avg. Oats 37% seeded, 21% 1995, 21% 
avg.; 7% emerged, 7% 1995, 5% avg. Dry onions 71% planted, 50% 1995, 
34% avg.; 2% poor, 12% fair, 78% good, 8% excellent. Spring wheat 26% 
planted, 7% 1995, 6% avg. Sugar beets 50% planted, 60% 1995, 24% avg. 
Winter wheat 4% pastured, 7% 1995, 8% avg. Pasture, range feed 11% 
very poor, 17% poor, 44% fair, 27% good, 1% excellent. Cows 76% calved, 
71% 1995, 68% avg. Ewes 70% lambed, 67% 1995, 74% avg. Livestock 
death losses are average. Stored feed supplies are rated as adequate. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.3. Topsoil 100% surplus. 
Subsoil 75% adequate, 25% surplus. Winter wheat 42% fair, 58% good. 
Barley 35% fair, 65% good. Rye 42% fair, 58% good. Green peas 5% 
planted, 50% 1995, 25% avg. Hay supplies 19% very short, 56% short, 25% 
adequate. Acreage prepared for spring planting 9%. Activities: Preparation 
for spring planting which is slow due to wet, cold weather. 





FLORIDA: be geese oe mee nor amar“ State. rine ne 


use to help maintain good tree condition. Bloom almost over. However, a 
few trees still full of bloom. Valencia harvest increasing. Grapefruit 
movement active in most areas. Temple, tangerine harvest all but 
over. Pasture feed poor 10%, fair 55%, good 35%. Condition of cattle herds 
poor 5%, fair 50%, good 45%. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.6. Soil 2% short, 63% adequate, 
35% surplus. Cool wet soils across the State. Farmers not able to get into 
fields in some areas. erg a eae SA Ae Seber ge 
ee ee cae 

7% very poor, 8% poor, 46% fair, 38% good, 1% excellent. Hay 3% very 
poor, 20% poor, 46% fair, 31% good. Peanuts 1% planted, 1% 1995, 1% 
avg. Sorghum 0% planted, 0% 1995, NA avg. Tobacco 7% poor, 44% fair, 
48% good, 1% excellent; 41% , 63% 1995, 48% avg. Wheat 
93% jointing, 97% 1995, 94% avg.; 38% boot, 61% 1995, 57% avg.; 6% 
headed, 21% 1995, 20% avg. Onions 27% very poor, 25% poor, 33% fair, 
15% good. Watermelons 13% poor, 61% fair, 25% good, 1% excellent; 35% 
planted, 64% 1995, 59% avg. Apples 3% fair, 93% good, 4% excellent; 1% 
blooming, 49% 1995, 30% avg. Peaches 38% very poor, 43% poor, 18% 
fair, 1% excellent; 96% blooming, 100% 1995, 95% avg. Pasture feed 3% 
very poor, 13% poor, 50% fair, 33% good, 1% excellent. Activities: Fungicide 
spraying, fertilizing pastures, wheat, first spraying of pecan trees at bud 
break, planting, preparing ground where soils allow. 





HAWAI: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Overall crop conditions improved. 
Banana orchards continue recovery from previous wind damage; production 
to remain light. Papaya production will remain light. Head cabbage in good 
condition with production steady. Cucumber and tomato production 
increasing in some areas. 
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IDAHO: Spring wheat emerged 3%, 8% 1995, 10% avg. Barley planted 
17%, 13% 1995, 26% avg.; emerged 3%, 4% 1995, 7% avg. Oats planted 
9%, 6% 1995, 14% avg. Onions planted 54%, 54% 1995, 58% avg.; 
emerged 6%, 0% 1995, 3% avg. Dry peas planted 7%, 9% 1995, 12% avg. 
Sugar beets planted 22%, 28% 1995, 40% avg.; emerged 2%, 3% 1995, 2% 
avg. Days suitable for fieldwork 2.5. Calving 87% complete. Lambing 91% 
complete. Hay, roughage supply 11% short, 83% adequate, 6% surplus. 
Topsoil 68% adequate, 32% surplus. irzigation water supply 31% good, 69% 


excellent. Activities: Planting barley, spring wheat, sugar beets, onions, 
vaccinating, branding cattle, cleaning, repairing irrigation equipment, shipping 
seed potatoes, fertilizing. 





ILLINOIS: Topsoil 8% surplus, 54% adequate, 33% short, 5% very short. 
Farmers are continuing to plant oats in spite of cool conditions. Oats planted 
16%, 23% 1995, 32% avg. There was some corn planting reported but very 
little. Wheat had been hurt by the rough winter, late spring. There were 
reports of some wheat greening-up but stands are thin. Alfalfa hay was 2% 

very poor, 16% poor, 49% fair, 32% good, 1% excellent. Pasture feed 9% 
very poor, 24% poor, 44% fair, 22% good, 1% excellent. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.6. Topsoil 5% very short, 8% short, 
46% adequate, 41% surplus. Subsoil 6% very short, 18% short, 58% 
adequate, 18% surplus. Winter wheat broke dormancy across much of the 
State. Winter wheat reported as 1% jointed, all of which was in the southern 
third of the State. Some winter kill evident but the extent is unknown at this 
time. Heaving of alfalfa reported as greater than normal. Availability of hay, 
roughage supplies 2% very short, 24% short, 66% adequate, 8% surplus. 
Range, pasture condition 12% very poor, 32% poor, 40% fair, 15% good, 1% 
excellent. Activities: Preparing equipment for spring planting, discing, chisel 
plowing, purchasing seed, hauling manure, calving, care of livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Low soil moisture has many 
concerned as State heads into spring planting season. Topsoil very short 
3%, short 31%, adequate 61%, surplus 5%. Subsoil very short 7%, short 
42%, adequate 49%, surplus 2%. 1996 row crops primary seedbed 
preparation completed 50%, 39% 1995, 43% avg.; fertilizer application 
completed 52%, 42% 1995, 43% avg. Oats planted 9%, 15% 1995, 32% 
avg. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 7% poor, 53% fair, 37% good, 2% 
excellent. Percent crop lost to winterkill 5% winter wheat, 5% alfalfa hay, 4% 
red clover hay. Temperature fluctuations continue to be stressful on livestock 
resulting in some calf losses. Some reporters indicated the calving season 
is going well especially in the south-east district. The south-central district 
reports hay supplies are limited. Shortage of pasture being reported in the 
central district as cattle are being placed on pastures instead of in feediots 
due to the high cost of feed grains. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 24% very short, 48% 
short, 28% adequate. Wheat progress is well behind normal due to cold 
weather, lack of moisture. Wheat jointing is 3%, 59% 1995, 30% avg. Wheat 
21% very poor, 31% poor, 36% fair, 12% good. Wheat has been hurt by 
wind, freezing temperatures, extremely dry conditions. Brown wheat mites 
are reported to be active in the southern areas. Wind damage 7% severe, 
25% moderate, 30% light, 58% no damage. Freeze damage 8% severe, 
20% moderate, 39% light, and 33% no damage. Insect infestation 4% 
severe, 10% moderate, 14% light, and 72% none. Oats seeded 94%, 97% 
1995, 83% avg. Barley seeded 89%, 95% 1995, 82% avg. Com planted 
1%, 2% 1995, 4% avg. Hay supplies are becoming short in many areas as 
pastures need rain to green-up. Pasture condition 11% very poor, 27% poor, 
45% fair, 17% good. Activities: Spring tillage; anhydrous, chemical 
application; spraying wheat for insects; planting.corn; caring for livestock. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.5. Topsoil 1% short, 33% 

, 66% surplus. Wet field conditions limited field activity. Subsoil 1% 
short, 45% adequate, 54% surplus. Land preparation for corn, soybean, 
tobacco planting one-fourth complete. Primary field activities: Seeding 
grasses, legumes, spreading fertilizer, preparing fields for planting where soil 
moisture is sufficiently dry to support equipment. Winter loss wheat 15%. 
Wheat 5% very poor, 13% poor, 46% fair, 31% good, 5% excellent. Alfalfa, 
red clover, winter loss 11%, 12%, respectively. Pasture feed 7% very poor, 
26% poor, 32% fair, 32% good, 3% excellent. Producers still providing 
winter feed 87% of farms. Hay supplies generally adequate, 12% of supply 
remaining. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Soil moisture 9% very short, 
25% short, 60% adequate, 6% surplus. Corn 97% planted, 75% 1995, 81% 
avg.; 79% emerged, 54% 1995, 52% avg. Corn planting neared completion. 
Rice 15% emerged, 20% 1995, 16% avg. Rice planting increased with the 
anticipation of warmer weather. Sorghum 0% emerged, 1% 1995, 4% avg. 
Spring plowing 86% plowing, 57% 1995, 57% avg. Sugarcane 7% very poor, 
20% poor, 46% fair, 26% good, 1% excellent. Sugarcane condition 
continued to improve. Wheat 13% very poor, 32% poor, 42% fair, 13% good; 
28% headed, 41% 1995, 46% avg.; 0% turning, 1% 1995, 1% avg. Wheat, 
still recovering from last month's freeze, sustained wind damage in some 
areas. Livestock 5% very poor, 16% poor, 46% fair, 30% good, 3% excellent. 
Cattlemen were busy marketing fall calves. Vegetables 7% very poor, 26% 
poor, 44% fair, 22% good, 1% excellent. Pasture feed 7% very poor, 24% 
poor, 47% fair, 22% good. Cool nighttime temperatures continued to hinder 
pasture growth. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.3. Topsoil 47% adequate, 53% 
surplus. Subsoil 2% short, 47% adequate, 51% surplus. Winter wheat 16% 
very poor, 14% poor, 25% fair, 40% good, 5% excellent. Barley 18% very 
poor, 13% poor, 22% fair, 37% good, 10% excellent. Rye 6% very poor, 14% 
poor, 31% fair, 39% good, 10% excellent. Tobacco beds 99%, 97% 1995. 
Hay supplies 7% very short, 44% short, 49% adequate. Acreage prepared 
for spring planting 7%. Activities: Preparation for spring planting which is 
slow due to wet, cold weather. 





MICHIGAN: Spring tillage was very limited during the week. In the northern 
part of the State, there were several inches of snow cover due to a storm 
passing through on April 4. The damage from standing water and ice on 
Wheat, hay fields was undetermined. Wheat crop is just beginning to green- 
up. Livestock conditions were normal with no unusual problems. Feed sup- 
plies remain adequate. Maple sap collection was active with a good run to 
date. Major activities for the month were caring for livestock, hauling manure, 
spreading fertilizer, selling corn, soybeans, repairing equipment, "tia for 
spring. Some pruning of fruit trees continues as weather permits 





MINNESOTA: Unseasonably cold weather continues to dominate the 
State’s weather. Planting of early spring grains has been delayed as farmers 
wait -for the remainder of the snow to meit, soil temperature to rise. Pre- 
planting activities have also been delayed on corn, soybean fields. 





MISSISSIPPI: Main farming activities: Planting corn, rice, sorghum. Cotton 
producers were preparing land for planting on their best drained soils. 
However, cool, wet conditions continue to delay planting progress. Pastures 
are beginning to green-up. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.1. Topsoil supply, 8% very short, 
28% nek 59% adequate, 5% surplus. Shortages exist in the northwest, 
west-central, southwest districts, which all report 53% or more very short or 
short. Farmers were able to make limitec! progress with spring tillage, 
fertilizer applications as well as some planting of corn during the past week. 
Many farmers are waiting for additional rainfall, warmer soil temperatures 
before planting corn. The southeast district leads the State with 7% corn 
planted, significantly behind last year's district average of 70% planted. on 
this date. Condition of the wheat crop is poorest in the southwest district, 
which reports 38% very poor, 39% poor; more favorable crop ratings are 
found in the south-central, southeast districts which report 33% or more as 
good or better. Oats sown 56%, 75% 1995, 57% avg. Ground tilled for 
spring crops 59%, 64% 1995, 54% avg. Pasture, range 23% very poor, 37% 
poor, 28% fair, 11% good, 1% excellent. 





MONTANA: Topsoil 2% short, 53% adequate, 45% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 7% short, 72% adequate, 21% surplus. Too cold, wet to get-in 
fields yet, no spring grains planted. Fieldwork in progress 99% none, 1% just 
started, 0% well underway. Winter wheat 81% still dormant, 19% greening, 
0% green and growing. Wind damage to winter wheat 46% none, 49% light, 
5% moderate, 0% heavy. Freeze, drought damage to winter wheat fields 
72% none, 26% light, 2% moderate, 0% heavy. Calving 70% complete. 
Lambing 44% complete. Most livestock receiving supplemental feed. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil 18% very short, 57% 
short, 25% adequate. Subsoil 13% very short, 49% short, 34% adequate, 
4% surplus. Spring fieldwork activities were limited last week to fertilizer 
application, seedbed preparation due to cool conditions and below-normal soil 
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temperatures. High winds, blowing unprotected soils, below-normal soil 
moisture were the main items of concem. Wheat: Reporters indicated green- 
up has not yet occurred in most areas; the extent of winter kill, loss from dry, 
windy conditions won't be known until the crop begins to grow. Wheat under 
pivots was irrigated in western counties. Oats 24% planted, 20% 1995, 36% 
avg. Pasture, range 3% very poor, 22% poor, 44% fair, 30% good, 1% 
excellent. Pastures need moisture, warmer weather to start growth. 





NEVADA: Fieldwork was delayed due to the rains, resumed later in the 
week. Spring grain planting was underway, progress was behind normal in 
the Winnemucca area due to the wet weather. Fall-seeded grains were 
—e pene otek eater on Hay fields were being sprayed, 

Some Winnemucca intended for alfalfa seed may instead 
oo pl planted to grain due to weather-related planting delays. Very active 
calving. Sheering, lambing continued. Ditch burning was common. Main 
farm, ranch activities: Spring planting, plowing, field leveling, ditch cleaning, 
calving, lambing. 





NEW ENGLAND: Major farm activities: Snow fell over much of State 
starting on 7th afternoon, continued into 8th. Before the snow started, 
farmers were busy planting sweet corn under plastic, also planting potatoes 
in southemmost States. Tobacco growers have also started to prepare fields 
for planting. Maple syrup season is winding down in southern areas of the 
region with cool nights and warm days, providing excellent sugaring 
conditions. Orchardists have reported the potential for bud damage to local 
officials. Manure spreading by dairy farmers continues. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork, 4. Topsoil reported as mostly 
surplus. Fruit producers were busy pushing out old orchards, planting, 
pruning, fertilizing. _Nurseymen were primarily digging out, shipping plant 
material. Vegetable farmers were establishing transplants in greenhouses, 
as well as planting potatoes, greens, peas, lettuce, cabbage, turnips. All 
growers were implementing pest control measures, repairing equipment. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Soil moisture 51% very 
short, 42% short, 7% adequate. Cotton, corn fields are being prepared, 
planting should start about mid-April. Alfalfa is starting out of dormancy with 
1% very poor, 8% poor, 30% fair, 59% good, 2% excellent. Chile, 10% fair, 
90% good with 80% planted. Dry wheat, 99% very poor, 1% poor, has 
almost dried up due to lack of winter moisture. Irrigated wheat, 3% very poor, 
11% poor, 71% fair, 13% good, 2% excellent. We are still uncertain of the 
impact on the wheat crop caused by the Karnal Bunt fungus; some fields 
have been quarantined, but there is no acreage figure at this time. Lettuce, 
65% good, 35% excellent; along with onions, 7% fair, 88% good, 5% 
excellent are both 100% planted. Ranchers continue to supplementally feed, 
water their livestock. 





NEW YORK: Maple syrup production nearing completion. Producers in 
many areas in clean-up stage. Onion planting underway in Orange County, 
in western areas of the State. Livestock producers tending animals, 
spreading manure, maintenance work. Fields too wet in most areas to begin 
spring plowing. Machinery being readied for upcoming season. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Soil moisture 58% 
adequate, 42% surplus. Potatoes 95% planted, 90% 1995, 79% average. 
Cabbage 79% , 82% 1995, 77% avg. Crop condition: Wheat 3% 
poor, 32% fair, 60% good, 5% excellent; oats 3% poor, 25% fair 71% good, 
1% excellent; barley 1% poor, 35% fair, 60% good, 4% excellent; rye 1% 
poor, 24% fair, 65% good, 10% excellent; pasture 9% poor, 41% fair, 48% 
— 2% excellent; greenhouse tobacco plant beds 7% fair, 75% good, 18% 

excellent; outside tobacco plant beds 1% very poor, 1% poor, 23% fair, 68% 
good, 7% excellent; potatoes 27% fair, 70% good, 3% excellent; peaches 
10% very poor, 75% poor, 8% fair, 5% good, 2% excellent; truck crops 7% 
poor, 28% fair, 63% good, 2% excellent; tobacco plant supply 2% short, 97% 
adequate, 1% surplus; hay, roughage 9% very short, 35% short, 55% 
adequate, 1% surplus; feed grain supplies 22% short, 78% adequate. 
Activities included: Planting corn; preparing fields for planting; pasture 
maintenance; tending livestock; repairing equipment, general maintenance. 
Farmers planted a few fields of flue-cured tobacco on April April 4, 5. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Snow, frozen ground pushed expected statewide 
average start of fieldwork to April 28; avg. April 18. No plantings reported. 
Cold, wet conditions hampered calving. Cattle conditions remained fair to 


mostly good. Cows none very poor, 1% poor, 20% fair, 74% good, 5% 
excellent. Calves none very poor, 2% poor, 21% fair, 72% good, 5% 
excellent. Long winter diminished feed supplies in some areas. Hay, forage 
10% short, 85% adequate, 5% surplus. Grains, concentrates 1% very short, 
9% short, 88% adequate, 2% surplus. Pastures, ranges 100% dormarit; 
19% open for grazing. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.6. Soil moisture 43% adequate, 57% 
surplus. Fields generally too wet, soil too cold for full fledged field 

Major activities included equipment preparation, fence building. Fieldwork 
was limited to some top dressing of wheat, spraying, manure and lime 
spreading, plowing. Cabbage planting 70% completed in southern counties. 
Wheat, pasture greening but little growth so far. Livestock condition mixed; 
stress blamed on a combination of bad weather, muddy pastures, poor feed. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 36% very short, 
35% short, 29% adequate. Subsoil 29% very short, 41% short, 30% 

. Wheat 37% jointing, 88% 1995, 74% avg.; oats 20% jointing, 36% 
1995, 34% avg.; corn 80% seedbed prepared, 81% 1995, 81% avg.; 15% 
planted, 12% 1995, 17% avg.; 2% up to stand, 3% 1995, 3% avg.; sorghum 
18% seedbed prepared, 55% 1995, 37% avg.; soybeans 38% seedbed pre- 
pared, 36% 1995, 36% avg.; 4% planted, 2% 1995, 1% avg.; peanuts 39% 
seedbed prepared, 34% 1995, 40% avg. Cotton 29% seedbed prepared, 
53% 1995, 54% avg. Livestock 1% very poor, 9% poor, 34% fair, 55% good, 
1% excellent. Feeder steers, heifers were steady to $1/cwt. lower. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 1% short, 89% 
adequate, 10% surplus. Subsoil 10% short, 88% adequate, 2% surplus. 
Statewide: Fertilizing, spraying small winter grains; most cherries, peaches 
full bloom. Mid-Columbia: spring seeding winding down, freeze damage 
assessment underway, cherry bloom expected next week. Willamette 
Valley: spring vegetable planting on schedule, rhubarb growing well, seed 
cabbage fair, some onion fields still under water, most vegetable acreage 
being plowed, cherries & peaches blooming, strawberry blossoms 

caneberries & hazelnuts leafing out, pore Filbert Blight sprays applied to 
hazelnuts, nurseries & —— digging, balling, shipping of plants to 
retail outlets, greenhouses moved potted plants to new propagating areas, 
fertilizer applications to Christmas trees, spraying, shearing Christmas trees. 
Rogue Valley: most pear varieties full bloom. Southern coast: cranberry bud 
development varied tight bud to white popcorn. Livestock good to excellent. 
Calving winding down, most areas. Anxiously awaiting livestock turnout. 
Some private range turn out underway. Eastern pastures: some growth, 
higher elevations still freezing nights. Western pastures: growing well, 
sunny, warm conditions. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.9. Soil moisture 40% 
adequate, 60% surplus. Plowing 9% complete, 24% 1995, 12% avg. Oats 
planted 10% complete, 20% 1995, 7% avg. Potatoes planted 0% complete, 
2% 1995, 1% avg. Tobacco beds planted 75% complete, 45% 1995, 22% 
avg. Alfalfa and alfalfa modures stand 2% very poor, 9% poor, 42% fair, 43% 
good, 4% excellent. hing tne che ee Sone 11% poor, 39% fair, 

40% good, 4% excellent. Peaches 0% pink, 7% 1995, 3% avg. Cherries 0% 
pink, 3% 1995, 2% avg. Apples 0% pink, 1% 1995, 1% avg. Activities: 
Some plowing, planting of oats; cleaning fields from January floods; fixing 
fences; machinery maintenance, storing; hauling manure; caring for 
livestock. 





PUERTO RICO: No weather data available. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Soil moisture 66% adequate, 34% surplus. Days 
suitable for fieldwork 4.9, other outdoor activities. Corn, 27% planted, 60% 
1995, 55% avg.; 6% poor, 50% fair, 42% good, 2% excellent. Tobacco 3% 
planted, 9% 1995, 10% avg.; 42% fair, 56% good, 2% excellent. Peach 58% 
very poor, 23% poor, 10% fair, 9% good. Watermelon 17% pianted, 48% 
1995; 3% very poor, 24% poor, 39% fair, 34% good; cantaloup 12% planted, 
34% 1995; 29% fair, 71% good. Wheat crop 1% very poor, 8% poor,.23% 
fair, 58% good, 10% excellent. Rye 6% very poor, 14% poor, 23% fair, 50% 
good, 7% excellent. Pasture 2% poor, 34% fair, 59% good, 5% excellent. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 0.4. Topsoil 5% short, 71% 
adequate, 24% surpius. Subsoil 3% short, 67% adequate, 30% surplus. 
Winter rye 7% poor, 36% fair, 56% good; 1% excellent. Wet conditions are 
keeping producers out of the fields, except ina few isolated areas. On 
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average, producers will not be in the fields for at least another week. 
pe agen Sr Sa om 68% good, 9% excellent. Wet, cold 
conditions are causing scour problems among newborn calves 
Pasture feed very poo, or, 12% poor, 33% fai, 47% good, 4% excellent. 
Pastures are just starting to green up in some areas of the State. Cattle 
moved to pasture 3%. Calving 44% completed, lambing 61% completed. 
Feed supplies 9% short, GO% acdequale, 11 11% supa. Some producers are 
running short on feed supplies because of the long winter. Stock water 
supplies 70% adequate, 30% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Topsoil 62% adequate, 
38% surplus. Subsoil 70% adequate, 30% surplus. Com 1% planted, 31% 
1995, 9% avg. Tobacco 78% seeded, 88% 1995, 85% avg.; 41% plants up, 
50% 1995, 44% avg. Wheat 7% very poor, 20% poor, 43% fair, 28% good, 
2% excellent; 31% jointed, 65% 1995, 37% avg. Apples 74% budding or 
beyond, 72% 1995, 69% avg.; 28% blooming or beyond, 41% 1995, 26% 
avg. Peaches 84% budding or beyond, 90% 1995, 90% avg.; 59% blooming 

or beyond, 82% 1995, 75% avg. Pasture 3% very poor, 29% poor, 48% fair, 
19% good, 1% excellent. Cattle 3% very poor, 20% poor, 45% fair, 30% 
good, 2% excellent. 





TEXAS: Many areas of State finally received much-needed rainfall late 
week with passage of another cold front. Temperatures dipped below 
freezing mark in Plains, north, near freezing mark into portions south-central, 
east. A heavy snow fell over portions of Low Plains, north-central. The 
cooler weather slowed progress of planted crops. However, rainfall will 
benefit planting moisture. Planting operations moved ahead until late week 
in most areas. Even with rain, dry conditions continued exist many areas. 
Land preparations continued in Plains. Limited forage across State 
continued require heavy supplemental feeding. Livestock conditions 
remained generally fair, good. 

Crops: Small Grains: Conditions improved some north-central parts of 
Low Plains with recent rainfall. Dryland fields continued decline, however, in 
High Plains where many fields were being plowed up. Irrigated fields 
providing some forage for grazing. Fields continued head out north-central, 
south-central. However, grain prospects not very good. Com: Final land 
scapaiadiann-eumibaaniaeainnins-unah atte Peliee Planting winding down 
many fields north, south-central. Rainfall late week should help improve 

ination on recently planted fields. Fields along Upper Coast continued 
to respond to milder weather during first part of week. Fields in Valley also 
enjoyed warmer weather through mid-week. Grain sorghum: Rainfall late 
week will benefit recently planted fields. However, a return to spring-like 
temperatures a must for full benefit. Planting continued many areas until late 
week. Cotton: Planting beginning on a limited basis parts of north-central 
during week. The dry conditions, cool weather kept some producers from 
starting. The late week rain should improve progress along Upper Coast, 
South Central. The Lower Valley also received some beneficial rain but 
amounts not great. Land pr continued in High Plains. Rice: 
Planting continued along Upper Coast until late week when progress slowed 
by rain, cold weather. Soybean: Planting getting underway north-central. 
Planting continued along Upper Coast. 7% planted, 10% 1995, 7% avg. 
yee Sugarbeets 12% planted, 16% 1995, 23% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley: Harvest continued carrots, 
cabbage, greens. Onion harvest also continued with good yields reported. 
San Antonio- Winter Garden: Some melon fields recovering from recent 
frost damage. Planting, harvesting activity continued through mid-week. 
East: Limited activity occurred second half week because cool, wet 
conditions. Some planting occurred first part of week. High Plains: Potato, 
onion planting continued. Trans-Pecos: Melons continued to make good 
progress under steady irrigation. Planting activity continued most of week. 

Pecan: Trees in more areas began break bud. Producers will increase 
their spraying activity as more trees begin to leaf out. Rainfall beneficial 
during week. However, more rain needed all areas. Irrigation activity 
increased where available. Peach: Trees recovering from recent freezes. 
However, many producers continued to report total losses on early varieties. 

Range and Livestock: Not much changed during week in livestock 
industry as low prices, Se ee Spring 
lambing, calving continued. ditional counties have signed up for 
emergency feed program. nie pasture conditions could see some 
improvement with recent rainfall, return to warm weather. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 8% very short, 9% short, 
58% adequate, 25% surplus. Subsoil moisture 8% very short, 3% short, 


69% adequate, 20% surplus. Winter wheat freeze damage 90% none, 10% 
= Winter wheat 21% poor, 10% fair, 52% good, 17% excellent. Fall 

barley freeze damage 59% none, 10% light, 23% moderate, 8% severe. Fall 
barley 14% fair, 60% good, 26% excellent. Spring wheat planted 38%, 62% 
1995, 50% avg. Barley planted 35%, 56% 1995, 48% avg. Oats planted 
12%, 31% 1995, 25% avg. Apricots full bioom or past 100% complete. 
Range, pasture 14% poor, 9% fair, 68% good, 9% excellent. Cows calved 
61%, 60% 1995, 63% avg. Ewes lambed on farm 56%, 68% 1994, 69% avg. 
Ewes lambed on range 26%, 33% 1995, 29% avg. Sheep sheared on the 
farm 48%, 53% 1995, 55% avg. Sheep sheared on range 41%, 43% 1995, 
34% avg. Major farm, ranch activities: Spring tillage, planting small grains, 
planting onions, spraying alfalfa fields, pruning trees, hauling manure, 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Pastures, hayfields are being 

fertilized, over seeded. Fields are being limed, disked, plowed in preparation 

for upcoming planting. Growers are active with maintenance of 

plants. Early vegetable crop pianting is getting 

off to a slow start. Tobacco planting to plantbeds 

penne Drees ac Laying plastic for tomato planting continues. Potato 
almost complete . Lexie age spn gga Ae 

Seon Souaiap SenpUInoe eer Ge weelees unknown. Livestock 

producers in some areas are currently faced with short hay supplies. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil moisture 1% 
short, 88% adequate, 11% surplus; subsoil 11% short, 83% adequate, 6% 
surplus. Temperatures increasing, wet fields drying out, field activities 
picking up. Winter wheat, dryland 4% fair, 65% ome 31% excellent; 
irrigated, 1% fair, 53% good, 46% excelient. Hay, other roughage supplies 
6% very short, 23% short, 71% adequate. Pasture feed, 15% poor, 15% fair, 
65% good, 5% excellent. Calving winding down. Barley, 21% planted, 28% 
1995, 40% avg.; 3% emerged, 12% 1995, 16% avg. Potatoes 13% planted, 
13% 1995, es 1% emerged, 0% 1995, 1% avg. Spring wheat 24% 
planted, 32% 1995, 49% avg.; 10% emerged, 11% 1995, 22% avg. Cherries 
in bloom. Grape vine pruning delayed to access frost damage. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.4. Topsoil moisture 52% 
adequate, 48% surplus. Wheat 2% very poor, 13% poor, 57% fair, 28% 
good. Hay 10% very poor, 19% poor, 39% fair, 32% good. Intended acreage 
prepared for spring planting 13%. Corn planted 1%, 3% 1995. Oats planted 
6%, 29% 1995, 16% avg. Tobacco beds seeded 26%, 65% 1995, 61% avg. 
Pastures 15% very poor, 8% poor, 36% fair, 39% good, 2% excellent. Cattle 
5% very poor, 11% poor, 33% fair, 49% good, 2% excellent; 81% calved. 
Sheep 9% poor, 39% fair, 51% good, 1% excellent; 73% lambed. Hay, 
roughage 17% very short, 29% short, 53% adequate, 1% surplus. Feed 
grain supplies 4% very short, 17% short, 79% adequate. Activities: 
Spreading fertilizer where conditions allowed. Hauling manure, building, 
repairing fences, calving, lambing, general maintenance. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 0.4. Soil moisture 8% short, 65% 
adequate, 27% surplus. Spring tillage 0%, 3% 1995, 4% avg. Fieldwork has 
been limited with recent cold weather, snowfall. Only two districts, south- 
central, west-central, reported any start of spring tillage. Most reports of short 


Soil moisture occurred in the southeastern corner of the State. Spring tillage 
in 1989 was 0% completed at this time, in line with this year. Farmers are 
arviousty waiting to begin fieldwork by preparing machinery, getting supplies. 
Currently, the frozen ground does allow farmers to easily haul manure out to 
the fields. As of April 7, it was too early to tell how the winter wheat, hay 
crops survived the winter. Maple syrup production was sporadic, with reports 
of the season running later than usual. The sap was reported to be very high 
in sugar content in the west-central part of the State. 





peetip nne Days suitable for fieldwork 2.6. Topsoil moisture supplies 

82% adequate or better. Mild temperatures across the State allowed small 
grain planting to in Southeast. 1996 winter wheat crop 45% fair, 
55% good. Barley 10% planted, 49% 1995, 45% avg.“ Oats 6% planted, 17% 
1995, 11% avg. Spring wheat 12% planted, 18% 1995, 17% avg. Calving 
66% complete, 67% 1995, 66% avg. Farm flock ewes lambed 77%, 76% 
1995, 73% avg.: shom 78%, 81% 1995, 75% avg. Range flock ewes lambed 
11%, 8% 1995, 19% avg.; shorn 36%, 40% 1995, 41% avg. Calf, lamb 
losses mostly normal. Range, pasture 3% poor, 7% fair, 81% good, 9% 
excellent. 





April 9, 1996 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 








nd Cro 





March 31 - Apri 6, 1996 


HIGHLIGHTS 





FSU-WESTERN: A warming trend slowly melted snow cover and 
prompted greening of winter grains in the extreme south. 


EUROPE: Continued unseasonably cold weather hampered crop 
development in the north, while moderate to heavy rain slowed early 
summer crop planting in the south. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Light showers benefited winter 
grains advancing through reproduction. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Cool, wet weather returned to the corn belt, 
threatening corn quality but maintaining ample soil moisture for 
upcoming winter crops. 


AUSTRALIA: Unscasonably dry weather in the east benefited 
maturing summer crops but reduced moisture for pastures. 


EASTERN ASIA: Widespread rain covered southeastern China, 


while drier weather favored summer crop planting across central 
China. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Drier weather aids rice harvesting in central 
Java, but heavy rain slowed fieldwork in northwest Java. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Rain favored immature soybeans across central 
Argentina, while heavy rain slowed cotton harvesting in the north. In 
southern Brazil, drier weather aided fieldwork in the north, while 
showers favored immature soybeans in the south. 
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NORTHWEST AFRICA Total Precipitation (mm) 
MAR 31-APR 6, 1996 





A warming trend occurred over the region, gradually melting snow 


cover. Light precipitation (5-30 mm) accompanied the warmer 
weather, falling mainly as rain over Ukraine and southern Russia, and 
as snow over northern Russia, Belarus, and the Baltics. Weekly 
temperatures averaged near normal over most of the region, with 
above-normal temperatures (2 degrees C above normal) confined to 
Russian crop areas adjacent to the Black Sea coast. Highest maximum 
temperatures ranged from 5 to 12 degrees C in northern Russia, 
Belarus, and the Baltics and from 10 to 20 degrees C in Ukraine and 
the North Caucasus region in Russia. By week's end, most of Ukraine 
and southern Russia were snow free, while snow cover persisted over 
crop areas farther north. Winter grains remained dormant over most 
areas, except in extreme southern Ukraine and the western North 
Caucasus, where crops resumed spring growth. 

















Unseasonably cold weather continued from the United Kingdom and 
northern France eastward through Germany into Poland, where weekly 
temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C below normal. The cold 
weather kept winter crops dormant in northern Germany and Poland 
and slowed crop development over remaining areas. Furthermore, the 
combination of cold and generally dry weather, especially over 
extreme northern areas, slowed spring grain planting and emergence. 
Farther south, moderate to heavy rain (15-50 mm, with local amounts 
in excess of 100 mm) fell from northern Spain eastward through 
northern Italy, former Yugoslavia, Hungary, and Slovakia. While the 
rain provided generous topsoil moisture for winter grain development, 
it slowed early-summer crop planting. 














winter grain areas in Morocco, 
Algeria, and Tunisia, benefiting crops advancing through 
reproduction. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C above 
normal in Morocco and 1 to 2 degrees C below normal in Algeria and 
Tunisia. 
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Rain covered southeastern China, while drier weather aided 
summer crop planting across central China. Rainfall ranged 
from 10 to 75 mm across southeastern China, aiding corn and 
transplanted early double-crop rice. Heavier rain (90-125 
mm) caused local flooding in portions of interior southern 
China (northern Guangdong and southern Jiangxi). Mostly 
light rain (less than 10 mm) favored summer crop planting 
across central China. Light to moderate rain (12-35 mm) 
covered the Sichuan Basin, aiding vegetative winter wheat 
and germinating summer crops. Variable light rain (2-8 mm) 
fell across the northwest (Gansu and Shaanxi) and the 
northeast (eastern Nei Mongol, Jilin, and Liaoning), 
increasing soil moisture for spring wheat planting. Mostly 
dry weather prevailed across the North China Plain, where 
wheat is still vegetative and summer crop planting is just 
beginning. Temperatures averaged 1 to 4 degrees C below 
normal across most of China. 





ae 














Moderate rain (10-55 mm) fell across central and north- 
central Thailand, boosting moisture supplies. So far this 
year, rainfall has been above normal, aiding second-season 
rice and maintaining irrigation reserves for main-season rice. 
Drier weather (less than 10mm) prevailed across northern 
Laos and Vietnam, easing flooding from previous heavy 
rainfall. Showers (10-70 mm) continued across the oil palm 
areas of the Malay Peninsula. In central Java, drier weather 
aided main-season rice harvesting. Heavy showers (50-100 
mm) slowed fieldwork in northwest Java. Moderate showers 
(30-70 mm) covered the central Philippines, in part due to 
approaching Tropical Storm Ann. 
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AUSTRALIA Total Precipitation (mm) 
MAR 31-APR 6, 1996 




















summer crop and pasture areas. While benefiting maturing sorghum 
and cotton, the continuing dryness depleted moisture for pasture and 
immature summer crops. Along Queensland's coast, significant rain 
(25-100 mm or more) was confined to northernmost sugarcane areas 
near Cairns. Near- to below-normal temperatures reduced evaporation 
rates, but highs still reached the mid 30's C. Elsewhere, light showers 
(1-15 mm) fell in southernmost winter grain areas. Winter grain 
planting is at least 1 month away in Western Australia and sections of 
the east, allowing plenty of time to accumulate needed moisture. 























SOUTH AMERICA 
Total Precipitation (mm) 
MAR 31-APR 6, 1996 


Unseasonably heavy rain (16-63 mm) swept across the corn belt, 
ending that region's highly beneficial 2- to 3-week dry spell. The 
renewed wetness, accompanied by near- to below-normal 
temperatures, raised concerns for the quality of maturing corn and 
increased the potential for disease and pest infestations. However, 
lows remained well above freezing, allowing further crop growth. In 
addition, the rain maintained abundant moisture reserves for winter 
wheat, about 60 percent of which is grown in the traditional summer 
grain areas concentrated around Orange Free State. Winter wheat 
planting typically begins in late April or early May, but could be 
delayed by wetness or a late corn harvest. 

















Widespread rain (20-55 mm) covered central Argentina, aiding 
immature soybeans, but slowing corn, sunflower, and early soybean 
harvesting. Corn and sunflower harvesting is progressing on schedule, 
with sunflowers more than halfway harvested. Isolated heavier rain 
(100-200 mm) fell in north-central Buenos Aires, causing local 
flooding. Across northern Argentina, heavy rain (50-100 mm) 
delayed cotton harvesting and raised concerns about cotton quality. 
Rain (30-80 mm) also fell across southern Paraguay, slowing cotton 
and soybean harvesting. In southern Brazil, variable, scattered rain 
(5-40 mm) in the center-west soybean areas (Mato Grosso, Goias, and 
Mato Grosso do Sul) allowed harvesting to progress. Drier weather 
also favored cotton harvesting in Sao Paulo. Moderate rain (25-70 
mm) slowed soybean and cotton harvesting in Parana. However, 
widespread rain (20-90 mm, with an isolated amount greater than 125 
mm) fell across northwestern Rio Grande do Sul, aiding immature 
soybeans. Reports indicated that by late March, soybean harvesting 
was about 30 to 35 percent completed, which was slightly ahead of 
schedule. Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C above normal 
across central Argentina and 2 to 4 degrees C above normal across 
southern Brazil. 
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in Cleveland, OH and 1.5 inches in Lexington, KY. Storm- 
total precipitation topped an inch in a broad area from the 
Ohio Valley to the Middle Atlantic States, including 1.95 
inches in Cincinnati, OH and 1.93 inches in Dover, DE. 
Meanwhile, rain also fell from Washington to northern 
California, totaling 1.23 inches in Portland, OR and 1.06 
inches in Sacramento, CA. 


On April 1-3, a short-lived warm spell across the Central 
States produced about two dozen daily-record highs. Warmth 
peaked on Tuesday, as Hill City, KS (92 degrees F) notched 
the Nation's highest temperature for the day. McCook, NE 
reached 90 degrees F, 6 days before their previous earliest 
such occurrence, on April 8, 1978. A day later, record 
warmth reached the Midwest, including a high of 80 degrees 
F in Moline, IL. 


At midweek, snow overspread the North Central States, 

while sharply colder air returned to the Plains. On 

Wednesday, snowfall included 3.5 inches in International 

Falls, MN and 3.0 inches in Grand Forks, ND. A day later, totals reached 6.7 inches in Houghton Lake, MI and 2.7 inches in Green Bay, WI. Snow also 
developed along the east slopes of the Rockies, totaling 2.6 inches in Riverton, WY and 2.4 inches in Pueblo, CO. On Thursday, 4.7 inches blanketed Alamosa, 
CO, representing 39 percent (%) of their season-to-date snowfall. Farther north, frigid conditions persisted through a second consecutive week in North Dakota, 
where daily-record lows included -2 degrees F in Williston on Thursday and -1 degrees F in Bismarck on Friday. 


Toward week's end, rain and snow developed from southeastern New Mexico to the central Gulf Coast. Storm-total precipitation of 1.22 inches in Midland, 
TX accounted for 90% of their year-to-date total, and improved their total since October 1, 1995, to 1.93 inches (41% of normal). Similarly, a 1.08-inch total 
in Corpus Christi, TX represented all but 0.08 inches of their 1996 total, which improved to 24% of normal. In Abilene, TX, much of the 2.04-inch total fell 
as snow (9.3 inches), their greatest snow storm on record, topping the 8.0-inch mark established on February 12, 1890 and tied on January 15-16, 1919. But 
in Texas' northern panhandle, only 0.11 inches dampened Lubbock, while no measurable precipitation fell in Amarillo. Cold air in the storm's wake produced 
a half-dozen daily-records on Saturday, including 21 degrees F in both Chanute, KS and Springfield, MO. Meanwhile, daily-record warmth arrived along the 
West Coast, as Medford, OR tallied a high of 83 degrees F. Above-normal temperatures also prevailed at week's end in Alaska and Hawaii. On Saturday, highs 
topped 50 degrees F as far north as Fairbanks, AK, while in Hawaii, Honolulu logged a daily-record high of 87 degrees F. 
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